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To the Au tuoRof the PLatn-Daarer 


SIR, 
eee) © You think, This may deferve a Place 
met in one of your Papers, infertit ; If not, 
a We; deal Plainly, and commit it to the 
| Flames; and-either way, you will 
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abanditie Yours, &c. 

‘ HE Wife Author of ‘Nature gave us Paffions 
‘ for a noble End: And, 10 defend us from 


‘ Excefs, our Underfiandings were confétred, to regu- 


‘ Jace them; ‘And, leaft All fhould prove deficient, 
‘out of His overflowing Goodnefs, He enriched us 
‘ with a Reveiation. 

‘THE Eternal Truths of the Chriftian Religion, 
© caft a Shade upon the fineft, and moft exalted, Pro- 
‘ ductions of humane Léterature: Which Remark has 
* been frequently brought, as a Defence of its Divine 
* Original, and is really, a very ffrong Argument ; 


‘ for who’ can imagine, that, without /upernatural 


+ Attitkermte- Men -of ordinary Condizion,. nnafifted 


4 by the Lights, or Improvements, of Learning, thould 
* be able, ‘in Various Languages, to lay down fach, 


‘ invaluable Principles; a Multitude of which, were 
* vaftly preferable, to any that had been introduced, 
‘by the moft penerrating ‘pf the Heathem Philofo- 
‘ pheri. hee Bap 


“’ SOCRATES, Plato, fpitietut, ‘and feveral. 
* others, haye ¢hough:, and written, fo well, that their. 


Memories. deferve. to. he -bighly refpected 3 But 
what nobler, atid inimitable Morals! How Excenlive, 
and yet adapted, to’all Abilities, have. defcended 
to usin the Divine'Colle@ions ? ~1 have fren; with 
no {ma!! Concern, lamented, that the Study of. the 
Scriptures, is fo little relifh’d ; 1 had like to have 
faid, fo mach defpifed, in Comparifon of the Pagan 
Writers. sale: Sg 

‘IN the Schools, to open an’ Acquaintance, with 
the Polireft of rhe” C/affcks, is undoubrediy a 
commendable Ouxtfet.. Buc to be taught, a great- 
er Admiration of them, than of the Prophets, 
and Infpir'd Writers, is an Extream ; and one, 
that is, more than ordinary Criminal. — How 
common is it, ro hear Perfons expreffing their urmoft. 
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mentioned ; or, however, with much Jndifference. 
There are fublime Sentiments in the Greek and Latin 
Authors ;—But there is fomething, too, which, J 
cannot forbear to take Notice of, that their Charde- 
ters were {eldom fusrable; — One Proof of which. 
Affertion, we may borrow from Plutarch's Life of 
Cato; Even that Cato who was famous for the ri- 
gid Scubbornnefs of his Morality ‘—.When his Do- 
mefticks were worn out with hard Labour, or grown 


them, and fhow no Tokens of further Regard or 
Humanity : On which Plutarch has left us this Re- 
flection, “ That we are not ro ufe unfortunate Wretches, 
“who depend on us; as we do our old Shoves, of 
“* Platters, and throw them away, whet they are 
‘< broken, and fall to Peices in our Service :-— Bur if 
* ir were for nothing berrer than to exprefs the Re- 


{Price Two-Pence.j 


Fondne(s for the Former, whilft the Lait is feldom- 


paft ic, through Encreafe of Age, he would difmils 


* fpect, we have for. the Hwnane Nature, a Mad 
* ought always to cherith in hinifeff a kind and 
‘co ate Difpofirjon. . 

‘ BU T,, nor to digrefs fatther,- There are infinite- 
* dfSublimer Sentiments in the Sacred Writings, and 
* she Lives of their Authors hone; illuftrious’ Ex< 









* away, Biefféd be the Name of the Lord — Again 
© What? fhali we receive Good at the Hand of God. and 
‘ fall we not receive Bvil How Happy would it be 


“ for Mankind? if:they would feel, and apply, to 


‘ their Practice, the glorious Commands of our Re- 
‘ demer, To do nothing, but as we would be done by; to 
exercife ont Benignity even towards thoie, who hase, 
and who perfecute us! This Propofition. 1s contem- 
ned by too many, tho’ we have it fo ftrongly_re- 
commended, not only by the Méords, but by the 
Prattice of Him, who died for cur Salvation! Be- 
fides; (as you have obferv'd inane of your PLAIN 
gon iy a Return of Good Offices, for Injuries, 
‘ is, indeed, the fharpeft Rewenve; For by {uch a 
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_© Conduc&, we wiumph over, confound, and dif- 


* grace; @ malicious Enemy : As By 4 Contrary Ma- 
* magement, we feérm to juftify, as “ell as inflame him. 
“EN Fine, Thete'aréa béaurifil Varrety of [nftructi- 
‘ ons, in Holy Writ, which can never'be parallel! 3 
: They manife& their Heavenly Original ; And, if 
‘ Calamity, and furnifh an infallible Remedy, for 
every Accident, that can befai Us, | defign’d now 
to have ended; «but Reco!leGing, chit there are 
fame, who have little Faith, io Revelation, Mi eo 
on, a Line of two farther; — Suppofe, we gfant 
their inconfiftent Hypochefis: Yec, till, ic is our Jn- 
*,tereft to direct gurielves, by the Meafures of Reve- 
“led Religion, becaufe it is the truck Friend to humane 
© Nature, and promores nothing which is not condu- 
‘ cive to, our Quiex, and Well-being ; {a thar, al!ow- 
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od 


‘ing it were nor our Duty, it is, however our Pru- 


* device, to comply wich to excelient, and even fo 
‘ agrteable a Model. 


S O far, Ihave entertain’d my Readers with fome 
Reflections, for which I am oblig’d to an unknown 
Hand, on a Subject, whereon much has already been 


written ; With lefs Effect than might reafonably have’ 


been expected, from the Force, and Clearnefs, of the 
Arguments, ' 

IF [am not miftaken, That D(cli/h of the Sacred 
Writings, which my Correfpondent complains of (cho" 
Ihope it is far from Univerfal among us) may be im- 
puted to the jow Spirit, and flar, obfolere, Expreffiomy 
of the coarfe Hnglifb, they are tranflated in. wl leave 
it (fays an Excellent Modera Critick) to our Prelates 
and. Paftors, to contider, Whether, fince they are fatis- 
fied, That there is a WNecetiiry for a Numerous Style, 
in fome Parts of our Publick Worfleip, they ought to 
remain conrettted with the Vile Verfiens, now in Ule, 
and fuffer the moft lofry, and moft parherick Idea’s of 
Relizion, to be burlefqu'd, in our Churches ? — which 
is ail One, as if they fhou'd dreis up a Bijhop, in fome 
antich Habit, and expofe him, every Sw day, in That 
merty Garb, wa raife the Veneration of the People ! 
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NUMB. LXXxvi, 


L. k, R e 
their Doctrine ‘How: becoming a great: 


~The Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken 


we make ‘em our Delight, will alleviate all earthly | 
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QT is finely obferv'd, and indeed, Unieniably de 
monftrated, by the fame Gentleman, im his Grounds 
of Criticifm im Poetry, That, as, the Great Charaters- 
fick of Peetry, is Paffen, and the and moft 
moving Padions flow moft naturally, from Religious 
Idea's; For this Reafon chiefly, the Ancieng, P. 
(where their Religion had its moft powerful f ce ) 
has, fo viGbly che Advantage over the Modern, (which 
is for the moft Part ight, propbane, and contemptible.) 
And, for the fame Reafon too, the Poetry of the He- 
brews, which the Old Teftament is, every where, fill’d 
with, excell’d That of the Antient Greeks and Romans. 

THERE are numberiefs Inftances, in the 
Pfalms, and among the Prophets, and indeed through- 
out all Barts of the O/d, and New Zeftaments, of a 
Sublimity, that exalts the Humane Soul, and fhakes 
it, with a much ftronger Degree of Terror, and Ad- 
miration, than Any, the moft noble Strokes of raput 
rous Enthufiafm, which cari be met with even in 
Homer Himfeif. 7 

WHAT a Collection of dreadful Images are thrown 
together in the Eighteenth Pfalm, wo defcribe the 
Majefty of GOD, defcending in the Fullnefs of his 
Power ! — The Earth trembles, — The Foundations of 
the Hills are foaken, —~» He bows the Heavens, and comes 
down, — and Darkne{s is under bis Feet! — All This 
is animated, and wonderful! — But, what follows, 
is a Conception, of fo immenfe, and terrible a 
Grandeur! that our vulgar 7ranflation {eems unpart- 
donable, for the manifeft Injuftice it has done the 
Meaning ; Then the Chanels of the Waters were feen: 
And the Foundations of the World were difcover'd! 
— Bur, fee, how This ought to have appear’d, in the 
noble Drefs which-Mr. Dennis has given it. 


Still Darknefs ufher’d His myflerious Way, 

And a black Night of congregated Clouds 

Became the dark Pavillion of bis Throne! 

— Earth, upwards, from the gaping Center, cleav'd, 

And bar'd the fix'd Foundations of the World ! _ 

A Sight | that blafted even the World's, Great Eye ! 2 
And made the ‘flarting SUN recoil, pee 

From bis Eternal Way! 


WHAT comes neareft to This, is, That famous 
Paffage, in the 2eth Iliad of Homer, to which alfo, 
the Gentleman juft nam’d has given the fineft Tranfla- 
tion, which it ever met with, in any Language, anci- 
ent, or modern. 


Mean while, Majeftick Neptune, from below, 
The reeling Globe with bis huge Trident Serook. 
Mount Ida trembled, from bis hoary Top, 

And from his nethermoft Foundations frook. 
Pluto fiarts, frighted, from bis burning Throne, 
And, firiking his infernal Breaft, cries out, 
Leaft fuch another Stroke fhou’d rend the Globe, 
And, on his pale Dominions, let in Day ! 


THE Hebrew Prophets abound, Everywhere, with 
Idea’s, fo fublime/y Enthufiaftich, that they tranfport 
and carry away the Reader, with a Power that is 
refiftiefs; and worthy of ie GOD, who is honour'd 
by them! — Among Thefe, the Defcriprion of That 
Defolation from the E4f, which was prophefied againft 
the Fews, by Habakkuk (as we fee it, in his firrft 
Chapter) has fomething in it, fo ftrongly painted, and fo 
terrible | chavit ftrikes us, (thro’ the moft un-ornamented 
Simplicity, with a Force, that was never excell'd, by 
all the Elaborate Productions of Poetry ! 


I will raif> up the Caldeans, That bitter, and fierce, Na- 

ticn! and They frall march thro’ the Breadth of the Land. 
_ THEY are terrible! and their Horfes ave /wifter 

than Leopards ; and fiercer than Evening Wolves! 

TH ET fhal come on, and fly with Violence, as an 
Eagle, chat haftens to ear! 

THEIR Faces fhall drink up, like the Eaft-W ind; 
and they fall gather the Captivity, as Sand ! 


T HE fourth Chapter of the fame Propher is one 
continued Height of the Divinef? Elevation ; and I 
fall infert the whole Succeflion of its matchlefs 
Images, as a Proof how trnly it has Been obferv'd, 
by the Gentleman who fent me the foregoing Letter, 
That there are infinitely fublimer Sentiments in the Sacred 





Writers, than in any ef the mof? celebrated Claffick 
Authors, | 


At Weael’s Call, 2h’ Almighty’s Thunder, buri’d 
From Patcan’s Summit, thook th’ aftonifh'd Word! 
frowning, prevok'd, bisebreat'ning Wrath flam'd highs 
dnd Earth's dim Regions gleam'd, beneath bis Eye, 
Poiz'd, in bis undetermind Hands, he bore 
Judgment’s beap’d Horm, and Mercy’s ftrugling Stors. 
Near bim, Pale Death, in fhad’owy Triumph, trod ; 
And prefs d, with ghaftly.Signs, the doomful Ned, 
Keen, from beneath bis Feet, red Lightnings broke, 
And the veil'd Mountain fhock, in Clouds of Smoke. 
He ftood -- and, while the meafur’d World he ey’d, 

The farting Nations deop'd their warlike Pride. 
High-boafting Cuthan ftruck her Tents, with Shame, 
And Midian groan’d, beneath repented Fame, 
He ftept — and, from their old Foundations, rent, 
The Everlafting Hills before him bent! 
He march’d —and ali th’ up-rooted Mountains ftray, 
And roll, in Earthquakes, to efcape bis Way ! 
Faft-foll’wing, from their Cha{ms, a thoufand Tides 
Spout a wifh'd Debuge o'er their frighted Sides ! 

ack fwell’d the roaring Sea, his Face to fly, 
And, in One trembling Billow feal’d the Sky! 
Confcious of Wrath Divine, the Sun grew pale, 
And o'er Diftinction, caft a dusky Veit. 
This when I hear, chill Frofts my Heart o'erfpread, 
And my Lips quiver, with the rifing Dread. 
Trembling, and funk, my Limbs I faintly draw, 
4nd my Bones crumble, with Ideal Awe! 


I SHALL clofe my Paper with the Words of a 
Gentleman, whom I have, already, once or twice, 
nam'd in it, =» * If Harmony, fays he, is, of it felf, 
* fo Efficacious, what muft it not be, when incorpo- 
rated with a Religious Senfe ? —. There can, certain- 
ly, be. no berrer Way to Reformation, than the 
Reading of thofe Writings, which we believe. to be 
divinely infpir'd: But it isequally Certain, That the 
greater the Pleafure is, with which we.read them, 
the oftner we fhall difcharge that Duty : And, to 
make us read them with more Pleafure, They mutt 
have. more of the Harmony, and Force, of their 
Originals. —» This would artract the Gentry, and, 
Perfons of the molt Extraordinary Parts, whole Ex- 
amples would influence the reft. For Perfons of 
the moft Extraordinary Parts, being extremely de- 
lighted with Poetry, and finding the moft exalted 
Poetry upon Religious Subjeéts, wou'd, by Degrees, 
become more usd to be mov'd, by Sacred, than 
prophane, Id:as; and, in Confequence, wou’'d be 
reform'd, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
BOOK S. 

IBLIOTHECA SCOTICA: or, A Catalogue of the 

Library of a Learned Gentleman of Scotland, late- 
ly Deceafed. Together with the Library of a Gen- 
tleman of the Inner-Temple, gone to the Weft-Indies. 
Confifting.of a Collection of the moft Approved Au- 
thors in moft Sciences, as, Architecture, Medals, Hu! - 
bandry, Trade, Diviniry, Voyages, Travels, Dictio- 
naties, and Lexicons ; Poetry, Novels, Law, Phyfick, 
Lives, Claflicks, and Hiftory ; more particularly of 
that Part relating to the Kingdoms of Great Britain 
and Ireland, with the Antiquities of feveral of the 
Counties and Churches thereof; in Greek, Latin, 
Englifh, Italian, and French, With a large Collection 
of Polite Literature, by Modern Authors, bound after 
a very Neat Manner. N,B. The Booksare in good 
Condition, chiefly either Gilt on the Back, or Letrer- 
ed, and feveral Large Paper. The Sale whereof will 
begin on Wednefday, the 20:h of this Inftant Fanuary, 
172}. at Nine in the Mo:nirg, at WW. ALears’s Shop, 
the Lamb without Temple-Har ; the Price being Mark- 
ed very Cheap in the firft Leaf of each Book, Gara- 
logues may be had at Mr. S:agg’s, in Wefiminjter-Hall ; 
Mr. Greaves’s, in St. Fames’s-fireet ; Mr. Franklin's, in 
Ruffel-ftreet, Covemt-Garden ; Mr. Meighan’s under 
Gray's-Inn-Gate, Holborn ; Mr, Straban’s, in Cornhill, 
Bookfellers : At the Britifh Coffee-Houle, over-againit 
the Afews,Gate ; the Chapter Coffee-Houfe, in Pater- 
nofter-Row ; and at the Place of Sale. 
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Princed tor F. Roberts, at che Oxford- Arms, in Warwick-Lane. Where Cimpleat Setrs may be had. 
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